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" Niente pagare, niente pintare ! " (No pay, no
painting), announced the goatherd. Without further
argument, he gave a long-drawn whistle, and the
goats scrambled to their feet and galloped off,
leaving my father sitting in the middle of the square
in the centre of an angry crowd of maids, who were
holding in their hands half-filled jugs, and abusing
him as the unwitting cause of the poor measure
which they had received.
In the early mornings of springtime the streets of
Rome heard the musical cry of another type of
itinerant salesman. He was the driver of a horse and
cart and went from place to place selling fiaschi (glass
flagons covered in straw basket-work) of Acqua
Acetosa. Acqua Acetosa is the name of a well,
situated on the outskirts of the city. It is said to
have been first discovered by one of the Popes*
To-day it is surrounded by a number of buildings,
and a modern " pump room " has been erected over
the spring.
When I was a little girl my mother used to take
me to this well in the Roman Campagna for a drive,
In those days we could see the local peasants filling
their earthenware pitchers and fiaschi at the simple,
ordinary well-head. The water was found to contain
properties which exercise a purifying effect on the
blood. Nowadays it is brought to Rome by motor
lorry, and sold in the pharmacies in sealed bottles*
Poussin, who is famous for his pictures of Roman
landscapes, also painted a beautiful picture of the
lovely little valley of Acqua Acetosa,
One of the picturesque spectacles was that of the
balie (the wet-nurses, of whom there were so many
in Rome at that time), who on sunny mornings